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ABOUT AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES 
A SERIES OF BIANNUAL EVENTS

African Perspectives is a series of conferences on Urbanism and Architecture in Africa, initiated by the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology 
(Kumasi, Ghana), University of Pretoria (South Africa), Ecole Supérieure d’Architecture de Casablanca (Morocco), Ecole Africaine des Métiers de l’Architecture 
et de l’Urbanisme (Lomé, Togo), ARDHI University (Dar es Salaam, Tanzania), Delft University of Technology (Netherlands) and ArchiAfrika during African 
Perspectives Delft on 8 December 2007.

The objectives of the African Perspectives conferences are:

-To bring together major stakeholders to map out a common agenda for African Architecture and create a forum for its sustainable development

-To provide the opportunity for African experts in Architecture to share locally developed knowledge and expertise with each other and the broader 
international community

-To establish a network of African experts on sustainable building and built environments for future cooperation on research and development initiatives on 
the continent

PAST CONFERENCES INCLUDE: 

Casablanca, Morocco:  African Perspectives 2011

Pretoria/Tshwane, South Africa:  African Perspectives 2009 – The African City CENTRE: (re)sourced

Delft, The Netherlands:  African Perspectives 2007 - Dialogues on Urbanism and Architecture
 
Kumasi, Ghana June 2007 - African Architecture Today

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania:  June 2005 -  Modern Architecture in East Africa around independence



4.

The Lagos Dialogues 2013 will take place at the Golden Tulip Hotel Lagos, from 5th – 8th December 2013.  We invite you to attend this ground 
breaking international conference and dialogue on buildings, culture, and the built environment in Africa.   Hosted by the organisation ArchiAfrika, 
based in Ghana, with support from organisations and institutions throughout Africa, and across the world.   Its main aim is to provide a venue and 
forum for discussion, debate and academic discourse on emerging themes related to the African City and the built environment on the continent.

The event is unique in gathering together both scholars and creative people from Africa to provide a forum to share and debate their ideas on 
the key themes which are shaping Africa’s buildings and urban environment, through a number of cultural and social lenses, including literature, 
art, and the traditional built environment disciplines. 

There are five thematic areas that will be covered:

CONFERENCE BRIEF

From the Harlem Renaissance to the Black Arts Movement, and across the Atlantic to the Osogbo 
Movement, the Mbari Group and FESTAC’77,  black culture has a history of celebrating its collaborative 
interdisciplinary art.  Today’s contribution to this tradition is magnified and expanded by the ease 
of intercontinental connections, which has seen a more fluid movement of art, and artists across 
the Atlantic and other geographic and continental divides.  This thematic forum explores what 
this movement has meant in the new reconstruction and reconstitution of urban culture across 
Africa and in its Diaspora.  It is also charged to debate and explore the sources of today’s artistic 
movements as filtered through the productions of previous decades.

POTENTIAL SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Hugh Masakela and Cornell West  in conversation with Okwui Enweozor.
Othere speakers include Christine Eyene, Bisi Silva, Marilyn Douala Bell, N’Gone Fall, Beatrice Bee 
Arthur, Manthia Diawara, Patrick Mudekereza and J.C. Tall

THEME 1: THE AFRICAN DIASPORA: CULTURE AND THE INTER-DISCIPLINARY ARTS

Poster of the documentary, Soul to Soul. 



Shedding the outdated definitions of culture and imagining new rubrics beyond the 
established Western paradigms of the Museum, Theatre or Opera House in which 
‘culture’ has traditionally been housed and viewed.   What are the new definitions of the 
culture house?  This theme will deal with the exploration of specific 21st Century African 
typologies of performance, exhibition and entertainment culture, which demand a re-think 
of the dated paradigms.

POTENTIAL SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Bisi Silva, Marc Andre Schmachtel (Director Goethe Institute Lagos) with performances by 
the Nigerian Philharmonic Orchestra or the Abuja Opera.

THEME 2: HOUSING CULTURES
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Since the emergence of Timbuktu, Benin, 
and Zimbabwe and other urban centres 
in Africa, the notion of population hubs in 
Africa where trade, education or pilgrimage 
have taken place has been embedded 
history. More recently Africa is on course to 
have at least three cities with populations 
in excess of 10 million before the end of 
the current decade. Compounded with this 
are the socio-political forces which have 
rendered urban areas as either survivors 
of war, religious ‘cleansing’, ‘famine’ or 
conversely intense economic activity. 

Since the emergence of Timbuktu, Benin, and Zimbabwe and other urban centres in Africa, 
the notion of population hubs in Africa where trade, education or pilgrimage have taken 
place has been embedded history.  More recently Africa is on course to have at least 
three cities with populations in excess of 10 million before the end of the current decade. 
Compounded with this are the socio-political forces which have rendered urban areas 
as either survivors of war, religious ‘cleansing’, ‘famine’ or conversely intense economic 
activity. 

How do we now live work and play in our cities?  How do we engage with the urban, 
sub-urban and peri-urban.  Can we successfully use these models of cityscape within the 
informalities and different ordering that characterizes most African cities.  What defines 
and projects city culture today?  What distinctiveness does Dakar have from Johannesburg? 
Or Cairo from Nairobi? 

This theme invites its participants to explore the African from various perspectives; the 
cultural - what is and what drives contemporary city culture in Africa, the economic - how 
can our cities compete economically with the rest of the global world through different 
flows, economic, technological and so on.  Also, importantly how do we construct and 
build our cities to project their uniqueness and also signify their participation in global 
city discourses. 

THEME 3: AFRICAN CITIES AND MASS HOUSING
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This sub-theme encourages participants to engage with the ever current discourses related to debates on how we ‘do’ housing in the 20th 
century.  Particularly in the ‘South’, where statistics suggest the majority of our city residents live in ‘slum’ conditions.  What constitutes adequate 
mass housing and what specificities define its delivery in African cities.  Where does the discourse end and the practice begin.  What are the real 
economic costs of delivering mass accessible housing to the masses, what financing, materials and technologies do we have to have to do this.  

POTENTIAL SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala,  Kunle Adeyemi, J.C. Tall and Joy Mboya.  Conference will also feature viewing of documentaries on various cities

THEME 3: AFRICAN CITIES AND MASS HOUSING cont. 
Sub-Theme: The Mass Housing  

Africa has rarely been away from the media - from the damning Casement Report on ‘goings 
on’ in the Belgian Congo, to the early filming of the African jungle in ‘Tarzan,’ to its portrayal as 
the hungry continent of war and famine.  Recently the exoticification of Africa has continued 
at pace, from the East African Safari tourism to our 21st century preoccupation with slum and 
aid tourism. 

What is Africa?  Do we view it as a place as a concept and most importantly as a commodification 
in today’s media?  What and how are today’s African spaces inhabited, and who mediates its 
presentation and objectification in the global arena?  Arguably our built environment plays 
a crucial role in this process as the film District 9 blockbuster based in JHB, with Nigerians 
portrayed as criminals, used the Johannesburg streets to portray adeptly.  In literature, Achebe, 
Ekwensi, Abrahams and others have all written with more care and narration about the city 
- as a backdrop to their seminal novels. How can our newly found and appreciated urban 
cultures and backdrops work more successfully in redefining or critically re-interpreting the 
African city? 

How is freedom defined in spatial terms? Literary terms? Filmic terms? Have there been 
any historical shifts? How is public space defined? Spaces of gathering, debate, discussion, 
participation, spectacle, action, domain of common concern, sites of inclusivity and exclusivity. 
How is public space transformed, how it is defined?

THEME 4: THE PHYSICAL AND VIRTUAL WORLDS OF AFRICA:  
Literary space, Filmic space, Mass Media and Public Space 

A public gathering in the Konso village of Gaho. The unique governance 
and community structures of the Konso Cultural Landscape were 
recognized by UNESCO. Photo: Yonas Beyene



Of all the mediums, print remains the most enduring and ubiquitous format, of media engagement and portrayal of Africa only recently being 
challenged in position by the Internet.  The historic print media on Africa, from the Red Book of West Africa, through to the Drum, Lagos Weekend, 
to more contemporary publications such as Glendora, the Weekly Mail and Guardian in the mass media, to the special interest publications such 
as Building Lagos.  More recently we find collections on Africa such as the Documenta Platform 9 collection, Sandbank City Africans and their 
afficionadoes have been publishing on and in Africa for decades. 

How does this manifest itself in our understanding of our urban identity and our interpretation of urban life today?  What will the future of print 
media in Africa specifically be as we all retreat to our digital devices?  What will this mean to the city and how will it adapt?  This forum is a cross 
over between the main forum’s focus on all forms of media and the final forum’s sub theme on new forms of technology in Africa.

POTENTIAL SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Chimananda Ngozi Adichie, Wole Soyinka, David Adjaye, Remi Vaughan-Richards, Anna Abengowe, Billy Kahora, Jean Charles Tall and N’Gone Fall.
Sub-Theme conversations include debate with magazine editors (Kunle Tejuoso), graphic designers and photographers (Jide Adeniyi-Jones) 
moderated by Lesley Lokko.  

THEME 4: THE PHYSICAL AND VIRTUAL WORLDS OF AFRICA cont.   
Sub-theme:  Africa in Print  

Since the 1992 Rio Protocol, Africans and others in the world have had to come to terms 
with the high cost of energy and the need to source and develop reliable and inexpensive 
methods of generating energy.  For urban life, this also has meant exploring alternative cooking 
fuels and building materials that are locally sourced, less polluting, and meet with the expected 
contemporary efficiency standards, to meet with international sustainability standards. Also with 
the introduction of new communication technologies, such as “BIM” in the contract process, as 
well as internet telephony etc, African cities and their built environment can be connected with 
the world. 

This thematic panel explores and engages in debate about what ‘going green’ and new associated 
technologies will mean for the built environment in 21st century African cities.  Are new 
renewable energy technologies cost effective for power generation for urban Africa?  Are the 
sustainable ‘low-tech’ materials fit for purpose in contemporary buildings, what non fixed-line, 
communications technologies are most effective for file-sharing as well as communications? In 
the particular case of Nigeria, Angola and other petro-economies, what happens when the fuel 
runs dry?

THEME 5: THE GREEN IMPERATIVE & NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR URBAN AFRICA

The Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre in South Africa designed 
by Peter Rich Architects. Photo : Iwan Baan



POTENTIAL SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Hon. Diezani Alison-Madueke (Minister of Petrolum Nigeria), Head of Microsoft W.Africa/Africa, Chinwe Abulokwe (designer of sustainable 
housing project Port Harcourt) and Francis Kere

THEME 5: THE GREEN IMPERATIVE & NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR URBAN AFRICA cont.
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SPONSOR INFORMATION

Name of Company: 

Company Representative: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

PATRON LEVELS 
PLATINUM: EURO 40,000
Preconference:
o Continuous placement of logo on home 
   page of conference website.
o Placement of logo on all conference 
   promotional materials.
o Full page ad in ArchiAfrika Magazine July   
   and December issue.
At Conference:
o Sponsorship of evening entertainment 
   for delegates, such as Adventurers in the 
   Diaspora salon.
o Company logo and slogan featured daily 
   at the conference and prominently on all  
   banners and posters.
o Full page ad in conference program.
o Premier booth and product placement.
o Recognition of support in opening and 
   closing remarks.
o  Recognition of support in all press releases.
o  8 complimentary conference registrations.

Please complete the following and return to 
ArchiAfrika Accra using one of the methods as 
follows:

A) Email this form to: info@archiafrika.org

B) Mail to: 
    ArchiAfrika Accra 
    P.O. Box Ct 1576 

    Accra, Ghana, West Africa

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

Payable by Check to:  ArchiAfrika Accra 

Check #: _________________ 

Amount: $/EURO_____________________

OR
Electronic Bank Transfer to Ecobank (Accra Mall 

Branch)

Kindly contact us for the account details 

GOLD: EURO 20,000
Preconference: 
o Placement of logo on home page of 
   conference website.
o Placement of logo on selected conference 
   promotional materials.
o Half page ad in ArchiAfrika Magazine July 
   and December issue.
At conference:
o Sponsorship recognition of daily refreshment 
   breaks.

SILVER: EURO 10,000
Preconference:
o Placement of logo on sponsor page of 
   conference website.
o Placement of logo on conference program.
At conference:
o Sponsorship recognition of one refreshment 
   break.
o Company logo featured on the back of 
   conference program.
o Quarter page ad in conference program.

BRONZE PARTNER: EURO 5,000
Preconference:
o Placement of logo on sponsor page of 
  conference website.
o Placement of logo on conference program.
At conference:
o Company logo featured on the back of 
  conference program.
o Quarter page ad in conference program.

o Company logo featured on all banners and 
   posters. 
o Half page ad in conference program.
o Small booth and product placement.
o Mention in press releases.
o 6 complimentary registrations.
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MISSION

ArchiAfrika is now based in Accra and we 
are broadening the discourse on Africa’s built 
environment to encompass the role of socio-
cultural design inspired development.  ArchiAfrika 
Accra is the newly established operating arm of 
ArchiAfrika Foundation and both organis ations 
are based in Ghana.  Our goal is to promote design 
strategies developed within the continent which 
address the challenges of our future and engage 
the next generation of professionals in this critical 
dialogue.

OUR PARTNERS

We are grateful that DOEN Foundation recognizes 
the importance of our mission and has agreed 
to support AAAccra for our first three years on 
African soil.  Through this support we can realize 
our true mandate as a platform for promoting 
creative initiatives that engage Africans on all 
levels.  Our aim is to create innovative projects and 
events that stimulate active debate on the future 
of Africa’s built environment.  AAAccra established 
its office in Accra in September 2012 and is taking 

over administrative duties of the ArchiAfrika 
Foundation International Secretariat from January 
2013.

We are also grateful to the Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture (now in preparation for their 12th 
award cycle) which supported the launch of the 
ArchiAfrika Educational Network with a conference 
attended by 12 African schools of architecture in 
Accra in June 2012. The network aims to develop 
a collaborative programme between design, 
architecture and planning schools on the continent, 
nurturing talents and creating a platform to engage 
the talented next generation creative professionals 
in Africa and the African Diaspora. The conference 
was graciously hosted and supported by Amaechi 
and Njide Ndili Foundation and Golden Tulip 
Hotels, West Africa.

AAAccra is the organizer of the Adventurers in the 
Diaspora (AiD) a monthly forum, which highlights 
the achievements of creative people and their 
role in the development agenda of Ghana.  AiD is 
supported by private donors, such as Golden Tulip 
Hotels, Chase Petroleum and Joy FM.

OUR BOARD

The evolution of ArchiAfrika has seen many 
participants, supporters and players all over the 
African continent and beyond.  We would like 
to take the opportunity to introduce to you the 
players past and present of ArchiAfrika who are 
eager to share their thoughts about its growth and 
development throughout the years. The Board of 
ArchiAfrika Foundation connects the organization 
to an African network of design professionals, while 
the Board of ArchiAfrika Accra concerns itself with 
the programmatic and operational functions of the 
organization in Ghana.

ArchiAfrika Foundation Board Members 
JOE OSAE ADDO – CHAIRMAN (Ghana)
ABDELMOUMEN BENABDELJALIL – DIRECTOR 
(Morocco)
OLA UDUKU – DIRECTOR (Nigeria/UK)
KAREL BAKKER – DIRECTOR (South Africa)
JUDITH AIDOO – TREASURER (Ghana)
BEREND VAN DER LANS – BOARD SECRETARY 
(Netherlands)
KAREL BAKKER – DIRECTOR (South Africa)
JUDITH AIDOO – TREASURER (Ghana)


